ADOPTED - February 28, 2017

AGENDA ITEM NO. 16

Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING THAT INGHAM COUNTY IS

 A WELCOMING COMMUNITY

RESOLUTION # 17 – 056

WHEREAS, Ingham County is a welcoming community and respects the innate dignity of all people as affirmed in Resolution 14-333 and reaffirmed in Resolution 15-452; and

WHEREAS, immigrants have helped make the United States a stronger, better country, and immigrants, including refugees, have made significant contributions to our culture and economy; and

WHEREAS, refugees seek safe harbor in our communities in times of turmoil and we have a moral obligation to welcome them; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners recognizes that many immigrants, including many refugees, make Ingham County their home and the Board appreciates the services offered by the many organizations that assist in resettling refugees in Ingham County; and
WHEREAS, the Board rebuked any effort by the United States government unconstitutionally discriminate against persons based on their country of origin, immigration status, or religion or to mischaracterize foreign-born persons as public safety threats; and

WHEREAS, it is cited in national crime statistics that immigrants and refugees are significantly less likely than those born in the United States to commit violent crimes, including acts of terrorism, here in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office respects the fact that its organization comes in contact with people from all over the world; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office demands that its employees treat all people with dignity and respect; and

WHEREAS, the Board recognizes that on rare occasions, in conjunction with an investigation or when working with other local, state and federal law enforcement, the Ingham County Sheriff's Office may have to inquire on immigration status of an individual; and 

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Sheriff's Office does not, and will not, as standard practice or procedure, ask individuals their religious affiliation or immigration status.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners reaffirms its position that Ingham County is a welcoming community and a place where all persons, regardless of citizenship status, national origin, ethnicity, or religion, can live and work together; share in each other’s customs and ideals; and appreciate and promote cultural diversity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall send copies of this resolution to the Ingham County State Legislative Delegation, to the Governor’s Office, to the Office of the Michigan Attorney General and to the Michigan Association of Counties.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Hope, Banas, Crenshaw, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Celentino, Koenig, Schafer     Approved  2/16/2017
